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Claim Objections 

Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 2 recites "The 
method of claim 2 ..." A claim cannot depend on itself. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ho et al. 

- hereinafter Ho (US 2002/0120740) in view of Yonge, III et al. - hereinafter Yonge, 

lll(US 6,671.284). 

As per claim 1 , Ho discloses a method for resolving contention issues by a 
channel in a fibre optic switch environment, said contention issues occurring during 
channel program execution, comprising: 

a channel receiving a status packet indicating that a device is no longer busy, 
said channel under a device-busy status; specifying whether said channel intends to re- 
initiate a channel program that previously resulted in said device-busy status; ([0041]) 
Ho fails to disclose if said channel does not intend to re-initiate said channel program, 
setting a first combination of bits in a re-initiate field of a status-acceptance packet 
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operable for indicating that said channel will take no further action; if said channel 
intends to re-initiate said channel program, setting a second combination of bits in said 
re-initiate field of said status-acceptance packet operable for indicating that said 
channel will re-initiate said channel program; and transmitting said status-acceptance 
packet to a control unit. Yonge, III discloses if said channel does not intend to re-initiate 
said channel program, setting a first combination of bits in a re-initiate field of a status- 
acceptance packet operable for indicating that said channel will take no further action; if 
said channel intends to re-initiate said channel program, setting a second combination 
of bits in said re-initiate field of said status-acceptance packet operable for indicating 
that said channel will re-initiate said channel program; and transmitting said status- 
acceptance packet to a control unit. At the time the invention was made, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to disclose setting a first and 
second combination of bits in a re-initiate field of a status-acceptance packet in the 
disclosure of Ho. The motivation for doing do would have been to reduce the risk of 
interference and collisions, and to make sure the channels will not interfere with 
contention-free traffic by contending for access at an inappropriate time. (Col 3 lines 45- 
60) 

As per claims 2, 4, and 9, Ho / Yonge, III disclose the method of claim 2. Ho fails 
to disclose wherein said re-initiate field is associated with a control header of said 
status-acceptance packet. (Col 1 1 lines 63- Col 12 lines 23, Col 19 lines 32 - Col 20 
line 62) Yonge, III disclose wherein said re-initiate field is associated with a control 
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header of said status-acceptance packet. At the time the invention was made, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to disclose wherein said re- 
initiate field is associated with a control header of said status-acceptance packet in the 
disclosure of Ho. The motivation for doing do would have been to reduce the risk of 
interference and collisions, and to make sure the channels will not interfere with 
contention-free traffic by contending for access at an inappropriate time. (Col 3 lines 45- 
60) 

As per claims 3 and 8, Ho discloses a method for resolving contention issues by a 
control unit in a fibre optic switch environment, said contention issues occurring during 
channel program execution, comprising: identifying at least one channel for which said 
control unit owes a device no-longer-busy status, said control unit in communication 
with said device; sending a status packet to said at least one channel, said status 
packet indicating said device is no longer busy; receiving a status-acceptance packet 
from said at least one channel, ([0010], [0041]) Ho fails to disclose said status- 
acceptance packet including a re-initiate field; and waiting a first period of time for a 
command initiating a new channel program from said channel if a first combination of 
bits set in said re-initiate field indicates that said channel intends to re-initiate said 
channel program. Yonge, III discloses said status-acceptance packet including a re- 
initiate field; and waiting a first period of time for a command initiating a new channel 
program from said channel if a first combination of bits set in said re-initiate field 
indicates that said channel intends to re-initiate said channel program. (Col 11 lines 63- 
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Col 12 lines 23, Col 19 lines 32 - Col 20 line 62) At the time the invention was made, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to disclose said status- 
acceptance packet including a re-initiate field; and waiting a first period of time for a 
command initiating a new channel program from said channel if a first combination of 
bits set in said re-initiate field indicates that said channel intends to re-initiate said 
channel program in the disclosure of Ho. The motivation for doing do would have been 
to reduce the risk of interference and collisions, and to make sure the channels will not 
interfere with contention-free traffic by contending for access at an inappropriate time. 
(Col 3 lines 45-60) 

As per claims 5 and 10, Ho / Yonge, III disclose the method of claim 4. Ho fails to 
disclose wherein a second combination of bits set in said re-initiate field indicate that 
said channel does not intend to re-initiate said channel program. Yonge, III discloses 
wherein a second combination of bits set in said re-initiate field indicate that said 
channel does not intend to re-initiate said channel program (Col 20 lines 21-62). At 
the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to disclose wherein a second combination of bits set in said re-initiate field 
indicate that said channel does not intend to re-initiate said channel program in the 
disclosure of Ho. The motivation for doing do would have been to reduce the risk of 
interference and collisions, and to make sure the channels will not interfere with 
contention-free traffic by contending for access at an inappropriate time. (Col 3 lines 45- 
60) 
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As per claims 6 and 1 1 , Ho / Yonge III disclose the method of claim 5. Ho 
discloses wherein said second combination of bits set in said re-initiate field causes said 
control unit to perform at least one of: sending a no-longer-busy status to a second 
channel to which said no- longer-busy status is owed; and sending a no-longer-busy 
status to all channels for which said no-longer- busy status is owed, ([0041] -[0042]) 

As per claims 7 and 12, Ho / Yonge III disclose the method of claim 4. Ho 
discloses the wherein a third combination of bits set in said re- initiate field causes said 
control unit to perform: 

waiting a second period of time for a command initiating a new channel program 
from said channel, said second period of time exceeding said first period of time; 
([0068]) Ho fails to disclose wherein said waiting a second period of time is operable for 
enabling said new channel program with said first combination of bits set in said re- 
initiate field to be initiated before said new channel program with said third combination 
of bits set in said re-initiate field. (Col 11 lines 63- Col 12 lines 23, Col 19 lines 32 - Col 
20 line 62) At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to disclose wherein said waiting a second period of 
time is operable for enabling said new channel program with said first combination of 
bits set in said re-initiate field to be initiated before said new channel program with said 
third combination of bits set in said re-initiate field in the disclosure of Ho. The 
motivation for doing do would have been to reduce the risk of interference and 
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collisions, and to make sure the channels will not interfere with contention-free traffic by 
contending for access at an inappropriate time. (Col 3 lines 45-60) 

As per claim 13, please see the discussion under claims 1 and 2 as it relates to 
similar subject matter. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chirag R Patel whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7966. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30AM to 
4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia, can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 

the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 

for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 

PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 

Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 

http://pairdirect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 

PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 

(toll free). 

Chirag Patel 
Patent Examiner 
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